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*OGC Has Reviewed* 21 Pebruary 1955

MEMORANDUM POR: Acting Comptroller

SUBJECT 3 BRelmbureement for Parking Fees in the Use of
Privately-Owned Automobiles on Official Business

1. You bave advised that seversl offices in the Agency authorize
enployees to use thelr privetely~owned automobiles on officisl business
for local trampportation and that in meny instances payment of parking
fees is involved. You also sdvise that in view of the decision by the
Comptroller Gemeral im 3 Comp. Cen. 139 & queetion has arisen with
respect to the propriety of reimbursing employees for parking fees on
an actual expense basis; spd that it is proposed to véimburce them {a)
on & mileage besis for each trip when the total esmount paysble inciudes
the amount paid for parking, or {b) on an actual expense basis for each
trip, when reinbursement on & mileage besis does not cover an amount Tor
yarking fees, provided that the total amount does not exceed the cost
of transportation by common carrier.

2. Par. 12 of the Btandardized Covermment Travel Regulations
authorizes governwent employees to be paid at the rate of 7 cents a mile
for the use of their privately-owned sutomobiles for official business,

In lieu of the sctusl expenses of transportation, whenever such use is
suthorized or approved as Geing more sdventegecus to the Govermsent
{except that no determination in this regard is required when paymeut
limited to the cost of tyavel by common earrier); and in eddition, reim-
bursement mey be made for the ectual cost of fervy fares, bridge, rosd
and tunnel tolls. We perceive no legal objection to the Agency's reim-
bursing employees for the use of thair vehicles on a mileage basis under
plan {a}, so long as the conditions preseribed in psr. 12a of the 8.C.T.R.
are met, and provided aleo that in sccordance with the ruling in 3% Comp.
Gen. 139, no additional ellowance, other than for the cost of ferry farves,
bridges, road and tunnel tolls is suthorized.

3« As regards relmbursement on sn sctual expense basis under plan
(b}, 1% w11l be recalled that in 3% Comp. Gen. 139, 140, in response %o
the proposal of the United Btates Information Service to reimburse ita
employees for parking fees on en actual expense besis, when the cost would
be lese than the cost of taxlcad fare, that the Comptrollsr Cenerasl stated:

"Concerning the reimbursement of parking fees in the
circumsiances presented, and where mileage is not ad-
ministratively authorized, I am of the opinicn that
under existing law end regulations the payment theveof
is not suthoriged.”
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In response to our informal inquiry regarding the wording “where
wileage iz not sdministratively authoriged®, the General Accoumting
Office advised that it was Intended to be synonymous with “sctusl
sxpense basis” as set forth in par. 12 of the Sterderdized Goverument
Trevel Regulaticns. Under the circumstances, we must advise that pay-
ment of perking fess unier plan (b) would not be in accord with the
views of the Compitroller General.
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